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Sisters Anna and Sara must rely on each other for strength as they face being separated by the

foster care system in this heartwrenching tale of sisterhood, family, and survival.Sara and Anna

Olsen face an uncertain world. Their mother left home and mayâ€”or may notâ€”be coming back.

Their father is a drummer in a band and comes home long after the girls go to sleepâ€”if he comes

home at all. Too often, ten-year-old Sara and twelve-year-old Anna are left to fend for themselves.

Then one night, three loud knocks at the door change everything: their father is in jail and social

services has come to take the girls away. Rather than risk being split up, Sara and Anna decide

their only option is to run away. But the girls donâ€™t get very far, and when the authorities catch up

with them, Sara and Anna are forced back into the foster care system. Along the way, the girls

encounter good people who want to help them but they also meet people who have no patience for

mistakes or accidents. As Anna begins to act out or withdraw completely, Sara knows that itâ€™s up

to her to take care of her older sister. But what if she canâ€™t anymore? What if she finds a forever

home that may not include Anna? Will Sara keep the promise she made to her mother to stay with

her sister or will she find the courage to do whatâ€™s best for herself? Inspired by true events, this

heartrending and hopeful novel of survival, friendship, and sisterhood, tells the tale of two sisters

who must find the strength to face anything that life may throw their way.
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Their mama left them a while ago and their daddy leaves them for long stretches at a time. The two

girls know not to answer the door if anyone comes knocking and they know how to survive when the

food runs out. They let their imaginations take control as they chew on stolen paper towels. These

towels become a juicy cheeseburgers and long succulent hot dogs; itâ€™s something that they

trained their mind to do as they chew on the dry bits of cloth. The girls have each other as their

mama told them to take care of each other and they can do just that.Their story broke my heart. It

seemed to begin when mama had been arrested for DUI and the girls were placed in separate

foster homes. This separation broke Anna. The happy, fun- loving Anna returned to her sister Sara,

broken and withdrawn with marks on her arms. She would not speak about what happened to her

inside the walls of her foster home. The girls have had other experiences with foster families, some

negative and some positive but their favorite place to be, is with the Silvermanâ€™s. They were

grandparents to them. Daddy tries to be a good father but the bottle always calls for him and he

answers, leaving him in shambles. He picks himself up, pays the price and tries to undo the damage

that he has caused and starts over again. The bottle rules his world. The girls know the routine and

with mother gone, they would rather stay home alone than be placed in foster care.Home alone, the

girls are startled when police and Child Services come to their door. Sneaking out, the girls take to

the streets. They are welcomed at the Silvermanâ€™s, their first stop; a stop the girls wished would

be their last. I loved the warmth and the gentleness that this relationship bestowed.
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